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this comprehensive study of china s cold war experience reveals the crucial role beijing
played in shaping the orientation of the global cold war and the confrontation between
the united states and the soviet union the success of china s communist revolution in
1949 set the stage chen says the korean war the taiwan strait crises and the vietnam
war all  of which involved china as a central actor represented the only major hot
conflicts during the cold war period making east asia the main battlefield of the cold
war while creating conditions to prevent the two superpowers from engaging in a direct
military showdown beijing s split with moscow and rapprochement with washington
fundamentally transformed the international balance of power argues chen eventually
leading to the end of the cold war with the collapse of the soviet empire and the decline
of international communism based on sources that include recently declassified chinese
documents the book offers pathbreaking insights into the course and outcome of the
cold war

the cold war offers a brief but detailed treatment of one of the most complex eras of
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the  20th  century  in  this  fully  revised  second  edition  j  p  d  dunbabin  drawing  on
international  scholarship  and  using  much  new  material  from  communist  sources
describes  a  world  in  which  covert  operations  could  be  as  important  as  outright
diplomacy soft power as influential as hard and in which competing ideologies ruled the
hearts as much as the heads of the leaders in power dunbabin s account is global in
scope taking into account the importance of players beyond the superpowers and
shedding light on the proxy conflicts such as those in africa and the middle east that if
not  caused by the continuing stalemate between the great  powers  were used as
weapons within it

the definitive history of the cold war and its impact around the world we tend to think of
the cold war as a bounded conflict a clash of two superpowers the united states and
the soviet union born out of the ashes of world war ii and coming to a dramatic end
with the collapse of the soviet union but in this major new work bancroft prize winning
scholar odd arne westad argues that the cold war must be understood as a global
ideological  confrontation  with  early  roots  in  the  industrial  revolution  and  ongoing
repercussions around the world in the cold war westad offers a new perspective on a
century when great power rivalry and ideological battle transformed every corner of
our globe from soweto to hollywood hanoi and hamburg young men and women felt
they were fighting for the future of the world the cold war may have begun on the
perimeters of europe but it had its deepest reverberations in asia africa and the middle
east where nearly every community had to choose sides and these choices continue to
define economies and regimes across the world today many regions are plagued with
environmental threats social divides and ethnic conflicts that stem from this era its
ideologies influence china russia and the united states iraq and afghanistan have been
destroyed by the faith in purely military solutions that emerged from the cold war
stunning  in  its  breadth  and  revelatory  in  its  perspective  this  book  expands  our
understanding of the cold war both geographically and chronologically and offers an
engaging new history of how today s world was created

on october 4 1957 in the midst of the cold war the soviet union launched sputnik i the
first  artificial  earth satellite  for  the west  and especially  the united states it  was a
shattering blow to national morale and pride it led to a deep seated fear that the soviet
union would surpass the united states in both technology and power and that even
nuclear war might be near after sputnik shows that the late 1950s were not an era of
complacency and smugness but were some of the most anxious years in american
history the cold war was by no means a time of peace it was an era of a different kind
of  battle  one that  took place in  negotiations  and in  the  internal  affairs  of  many
countries but not always on the battlefield while many choose to remember president
eisenhower as a near pacifist his actions in lebanon the taiwan straits crisis berlin and
elsewhere proved otherwise seconded by his able secretary of state john foster dulles
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he steered america though some of the most difficult parts of the cold war not always
succeeding but preventing disaster the middle east and berlin crises the indonesian civil
war fidel castro s rise to power and other events are all bluntly discussed in the light of
western and other illusions and delusions in this engaging history alan j levine delves
deeply into this often misrepresented period of history and provides new insight into
one of the most formative decades in american history

the author characterizes this book as a docu story as such it is an exceptionally well
researched and skillfully written chronology of the history of russia the soviet union and
the cold war the work is unusual and unique it is unusual because unlike most books of
an historical nature it is free flowing and not tightly structured it is unique because it is
written with considerable input from the author s personal experiences interwoven with
perceptions and anecdotal observations the work is assertive i  have no doubt that
there was cold war i fought in it the author candid stalin is an unconscionable dictator
but i liked the little son of a bitch truman provocative truman is worthless stalin and
challenging why not set a goal just between the two of us let s find a practical way to
solve our critical issues reagan and we can set a specific agenda for how to straighten
out soviet american relations gorbachev finally it is cautionary the world has become in
many respects a safer place unfortunately it is also still a dangerous place fraught with
uncertainty commander in chief us strategic command and the missile force is in the
same state of readiness as ten years ago my men and my missiles are always ready
general of the army igor sergeyev republic of russia

the cold war was the longest conflict in american history and the defining event of the
second half of the twentieth century since its recent and abrupt cessation we have only
begun to measure the effects of the cold war on american soviet post soviet and
international  military  strategy  economics  domestic  policy  and  popular  culture  this
reference contains an extensive narrative overview of key events and issues and also
features a concise dictionary of terms institutions and people a condensed chronology
and an annotated resource section listing books articles films novels websites and more
than forty cd roms on cold war themes and topics

outstanding the most accessible distillation of that conflict yet written the boston globe
energetically written and lucid it makes an ideal introduction to the subject the new
york times the dean of  cold war historians the new york times now presents  the
definitive  account  of  the  global  confrontation  that  dominated the  last  half  of  the
twentieth century drawing on newly opened archives and the reminiscences of the
major players john lewis gaddis explains not just what happened but why from the
months in 1945 when the u s and the u s s r went from alliance to antagonism to the
barely averted holocaust of the cuban missile crisis to the maneuvers of nixon and mao
reagan and gorbachev brilliant accessible almost shakespearean in its drama the cold
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war stands as a triumphant summation of the era that more than any other shaped our
own gaddis is also the author of on grand strategy

the cold war was a unique international conflict  partly because josef stalin sought
socialist transformation of other countries rather than simply the traditional objectives
this intriguing book based on recently accessible soviet primary sources is the first to
explain the emergence of the cold war and its development in stalin s lifetime from the
perspective of soviet policy making the book pays particular attention to the often
neglected societal dimension of soviet foreign policy as a crucial element of the genesis
and development of the cold war it is also the first to put german postwar development
into the context of soviet cold war policy stalin vainly tried to mobilize the germans with
slogans of national unity and then to discredit the west among the germans by forcing
the surrender of berlin further attempts to prevail deadlocked him into a confrontation
with the newly united western powers comparing stalin s internal statements with soviet
actions gerhard wettig draws original conclusions about stalin s meta plans for the
regions of germany and eastern europe this fascinating look at soviet politics during
the cold war provides readers with new insights into stalin s willingness to initiate crisis
with the west while still avoiding military conflict

the cold war dominated international relations for forty five years it shaped the foreign
policies of the united states and the soviet union and deeply affected their societies
domestic situations and their  government institutions hardly any part  of  the world
escaped its  influence david  painter  provides  a  compact  and analytical  study that
examines  the  origins  course  and  end  of  the  cold  war  his  overview  is  global  in
perspective with an emphasis on the third world as well as the contested regions of asia
and  central  america  and  a  strong  consideration  of  economic  issues  he  includes
discussion of the global distribution of power the arms race the world economy the cold
war gives a concise original and interdisciplinary introduction to this international state
of affairs covering the years between 1945 and 1990

the second world war almost destroyed stalin s soviet union but victory over nazi
germany provided the dictator with his great opportunity to expand soviet power way
beyond the borders of the soviet state well before the shooting stopped in 1945 the
soviet leader methodically set about the unprecedented task of creating a red empire
that would soon stretch into the heart of europe and asia displaying a supreme realism
and ruthlessness that machiavelli would surely have envied by the time of his death in
1953 his new imperium was firmly in place defining the contours of a cold war world
that was seemingly permanent and indestructible and would last until the collapse of
the berlin wall in 1989 but what were stalin s motives in this spectacular power grab was
he no more than a latter day russian tsar for whom communist ideology was little more
than a smoke screen or was he simply a psychopathic killer in stalin s curse best selling
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historian robert gellately firmly rejects both these simplifications of the man and his
motives  using  a  wealth  of  previously  unavailable  documentation  gellately  shows
instead how stalin s crimes are more accurately understood as the deeds of a ruthless
and life long leninist revolutionary far from being a latter day red tsar intent simply
upon imperial expansion for its own sake stalin was in fact deeply inspired by the
rhetoric of the russian revolution and what lenin had accomplished during the great war
as gellately convincingly shows stalin remained throughout these years steadfastly
committed to a boundless faith in communism and saw the second world war as his
chance to take up once again the old revolutionary mission to carry the red flag to the
world

there are many reference works on the cold war including the cold war encyclopedia
1996 and the recent historical dictionary of the cold war 2000 these works put a crucial
period of the twentieth century into perspective they share an international focus driven
in part by the global nature of the cold war the events that defined it and the people
who fought it this new encyclopedia takes a different tack focusing almost exclusively
on american domestic events and issues and touching on international themes only
when  they  are  relevant  to  the  u  s  scene  more  than  700  entries  are  arranged
alphabetically beginning with acheson dean secretary of state from 1949 to 1953 and
ending  with  yippies  an  anti  establishment  degreesb  radical  element  of  the  hippie
movement in between are entries on presidents and their opponents civil rights groups
and leaders phrases and definitions the length of each entry ranging from 100 2 500
words reflects the importance of the subject or the depth of coverage needed acheson
s boss harry truman earns just over four columns while truman s opponent in the
infamous 1948 general election thomas dewey barely rates one column each entry is
factual  and concise the entry on martin  luther  king jr  mentions his  early  life  and
education his adherence to gandhi s policy of nonviolence the march on washington
and his assassination in tennessee avoiding the various controversies surrounding both
king s life and death sometimes the generally objective tone of the work is missing as
when for example it defines com munism as paradoxical and self defeating black and
white photographs enhance the text and the index is detailed this volume is a worthy
addition to the cold war reference shelf its coverage of people places and events that
might be ignored in works with a more international  perspective makes it  a good
starting point  for  anyone interested in  an american focus  recommended for  high
school public and academic libraries rbb copyright r american library association all
rights r

what is the nature of the arms race andhow did it come about

the cold war was more of a global conflict than was either of this century s two major
wars far more than a confrontation between states or even empires it was as martin
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walker puts it a total war between economic and social systems an industrial test to
destruction

a wide ranging survey of u s foreign policy from yalta through the berlin wall s collapse

a lively and accessible new introduction to the origins and emergence of the cold war
caroline kennedy pipe brings to life the clashes of ideas and personalities that led russia
and america into decades of conflict and draws out important lessons for policy and
analysis in today s equally formative period in world affairs

between 1947 and 1991 the united states and the soviet union engaged in an escalating
geopolitical confrontation known as the cold war historians differ on the exact start and
end dates of this period with some pointing to the truman doctrine in 1947 and the
dissolution of the soviet union in 1991 throughout this era there was no direct large scale
warfare between the two superpowers but they sponsored significant regional conflicts
often referred to as proxy wars which earned the title of a cold war the rivalry began
after their temporary alliance and victory over nazi germany in 1945 as both countries
sought global dominance based on their respective ideologies and geopolitical interests
while nuclear weapons and conventional military forces played a role in this struggle
for supremacy other methods such as psychological warfare propaganda espionage
extensive embargoes and competition in areas like sports and the space race were also
employed the western bloc led by the united states and other first world nations was
generally characterized by liberal democratic principles however they were often allied
with authoritarian regimes many of which were former colonies of western powers on
the other hand the eastern bloc dominated by the soviet union and its communist party
had a significant influence on the world during and after world war ii russia supported
communist parties and revolutions worldwide while the united states backed right wing
regimes and movements the cold war s battleground extended to nearly every colonial
state as they gained independence between 1945 and 1960

a history of the cold war ranges from the defeat of germany at the end of the second
world war to the fall of the berlin wall and dissolution of the soviet union

the cold war ended long ago but the language of science and freedom continues to
shape public debates over the relationship between science and politics in the united
states scientists like to proclaim that science knows no borders scientific researchers
follow the evidence where it leads their conclusions free of prejudice or ideology but is
that really the case in freedom s laboratory audra j wolfe shows how these ideas were
tested to their  limits  in the high stakes propaganda battles of  the cold war wolfe
examines  the  role  that  scientists  in  concert  with  administrators  and  policymakers
played in american cultural diplomacy after world war ii during this period the engines
of us propaganda promoted a vision of science that highlighted empiricism objectivity
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a commitment to pure research and internationalism working both overtly and covertly
wittingly  and  unwittingly  with  governmental  and  private  organizations  scientists
attempted to decide what exactly they meant when they referred to scientific freedom
or the us ideology more frequently however they defined american science merely as
the opposite of communist science uncovering many startling episodes of the close
relationship  between  the  us  government  and  private  scientific  groups  freedom  s
laboratory  is  the  first  work  to  explore  science  s  link  to  us  propaganda  and
psychological warfare campaigns during the cold war closing in the present day with a
discussion of the 2017 march for science and the prospects for science and science
diplomacy in the trump era the book demonstrates the continued hold of cold war
thinking on ideas about science and politics in the united states

the cold war dominated the world political arena for forty five years focusing on the
international system and on events in all parts of the globe melvyn p leffler and david s
painter have brought together a truly international collection of articles that provide a
fresh and comprehensive analysis of the origins of the cold war moving beyond earlier
controversies this edited collection focuses on the interaction between geopolitics and
threat perception technology and strategy ideology and social reconstruction national
economic reform and patterns of international trade and decolonization and national
liberation the editors also consider how and why the cold war spread from europe to
asia africa the middle east and latin america and how groups classes and elites used
the cold war to further their  own interests this  second edition includes the newest
research from the communist side of the cold war and the most recent debates on
culture race and the role of intelligence analysis also included is a completely new
section dealing with the cold war crises in iran turkey and greece and a guide to further
reading

we are living through the second cold war yet what is it millions in east and west now
fear a nuclear conflict yet confrontation and panic continue to obscure understanding
of the processes that might trigger a hot war fred halliday presents a clearly written
anatomy of these international tensions he identifies the chief cause of cold war as the
globalized contest between the usa and ussr and the arms race in which these states
are engaged he then explains the five main elements of the conflict the relative decline
in  us  nuclear  strategic  superiority  since  the  1960s  the  new  wave  of  third  world
revolutions the political stalemate of the post capitalist states the rise of the new right in
the usa and the sharpened contradictions between the western countries themselves
the making of the second cold war provides a careful integrated political history of
international developments since the 1960s no other book on the subject has the same
range or attempts to knit together all the factors that have produced the contemporary
world situation
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